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Myers Receive Mayor’s Award of Excellence
Mayor Randy White has named Don and
Mary Myers the recipients of the 2018
Mayor’s Award of Excellence.
The award was established in 2002 as a way
to honor an individual, family, organization,
or business that has contributed significantly
to the Derby community. The award was
presented at the Jan. 23 City Council
meeting.
Mr. and Mrs. Myers have been Derby
residents for more than 40 years and have
been committed to serving their community
in many ways during that time. This award
is for their sustained and devoted service
to the Derby community. Some examples of
their service are as follows:
Don spent 18 years (1993 to 2011)
representing the 82nd District (which at that
time included most all of the city of Derby)

Bond Election: Feb. 20, 2018
Derby Public Schools
is facing many facility
related issues that
need to be addressed
to ensure that spaces
can serve student’s
needs well into the future. A bond issue is
the primary option school districts have for
raising the necessary funds to complete
large projects and provide for the future
educational needs of a community.

The bond election on Feb. 20 will address:
1. Safety and security at all district
facilities, including storm shelters,
intruder locks and ADA accessibility
2. Deferred maintenance
3. Efficiency and growth
4. Curriculum and program equity
Derby has a low mill levy that would
remain low compared to surrounding
communities. The table at right shows
Derby near the bottom of total mill levies.
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in the Kansas House of Representatives.
As a state legislator, he served on multiple
committees, including the House Utilities
Committee for all 18 years. He also chaired
either a committee or subcommittee for 16
sessions.
Don was a member of the American Legion,
Veterans of Foreign Wars, National Rifle
Association and the Derby Chamber of
Commerce.
Mary was a longtime real estate agent in
the Derby community, assisting people in
purchasing homes for 37 years.
Both Don and Mary are active members of
South Rock Christian Church. Mary serves on
the Board of Trustees, which helped procure
land for the new site where the church is
currently located.

Derby’s levy (property tax rate) would remain
comparatively low if the bond passes.
Facility improvements and safety features
could be accomplished for approximately
the cost of a pizza a month. The school
district is looking at an increase of 9.20
mills, or $8.82 a month on a $100,000 home
in question one of the bond election. If all
three questions are approved, the total
cost of the bond would increase from $114
million to $123 million, or $9.88 a month for a
$100,000 home.
A detailed edition of the Derby School
News specific to the school bond election
was mailed to homes in January and is
available at www.derbyschools.com under
Bond Election. This newsletter and other
resources provide information about project
summaries, voter information, FAQs and
financial information.
If you live in the USD 260 school boundaries
you pay USD 260 school taxes and can vote
in this election, if registered.

“With their lifetime commitment to the Derby
community, Don and Mary deserve this
recognition,” said Mayor Randy White. “They
set an example I would love to see others
follow.”

DERBY NEWS
City Receives Dog Park Donations
In December 2017, the
Decarsky Foundation
donated $16,000 to the City
of Derby for its planned new
dog park at Decarsky Park
on Rock Road at the south
city limit.
The Decarsky Foundation’s
gift will provide a dock
for dogs to jump into the
pond and a path in the dog
park for dogs to get to the
dock. Derby resident Vicki
Decarsky also donated the land for this park.
In January 2018, Dr. David and Krista Drake
donated a bronze statue of a boy with his
dog entitled “Aw Shucks” to the City of
Derby for Decarsky Park.
Dr. David Drake, DVM, owns and operates
Rainbow Valley Veterinary Clinic in Derby.
Dr. Drake has been a board member of the
Derby Community Foundation for many
years, including in the late 1990s when the
foundation began the community collection
of bronze sculptures.
The statue will beautify the entrance to
the dog park and add to the community’s
collection of publicly displayed bronze
statutes. The collection includes 18 bronzes.

2019 Budget Work Begins

The budget document is one
of the City’s most essential
policy and operating tools.
The budget document
describes how the City plans
to use its resources to meet the needs
of the community. It is also a resource for
people interested in learning more about the
operation of their City government.
The City budget fulfills several functions:
• The budget establishes basic guidelines
the City uses to measure and control
expenditures and track revenues.
• The budget identifies work, programs
and goals to be achieved for each
department in the coming fiscal year.

2

DerbyKS.com

25th Anniversary Gala
In November 2017, the City
Council approved a master
plan for the 63-acre park, which
includes primarily ball fields with
artificial turf infields and a stateof-the-art dog park featuring
three yards. Platting and design
work is currently in process.
Construction of Phase 1 is
expected to begin in summer
2018.

Primary funding for the park
is provided by the Derby
Difference Sales Tax (half cent), which was
approved by Derby voters in 2013 and is
being collected through 2024. Several
amenities for the dog park are desired but
are beyond the base funding available, so
donations and grants are being requested.
Other features desired for the dog park and
for which donations and grants are needed
include the following: artificial turf for small
yard, shade structures, agility course, and
doggie water features.
Anyone interested in making a donation
should contact the City Manager’s office at
KathySexton@Derbyweb.com or 788-3132.
All donations to the City of Derby are tax
deductible to the extent allowed by law.

• The budget is an important policy
document. The City Council and staff
review the needs of the community,
priorities, and goals and then match
resources against those needs, priorities,
and goals. Resources are limited, so
choices must be made.
• The budget is a communications
tool. The City uses the budget to
explain the various needs, constraints,
resources, and opportunities it faces. It
communicates choices made and the
direction the City is headed.
Derby residents with ideas or questions
about the budget may contact their elected
City Council members or the City Manager’s
office at KathySexton@Derbyweb.com or
788-3132.

Uncorked
Saturday, Feb. 24
7 to 10 p.m.
The Venue at Madison Avenue Central
Park, 512 E. Madison Ave.
Join the Derby Community
Foundation
for Uncorked:
Celebrating the
Silver Screen 25th
Anniversary Gala.
Enjoy wine and beer tasting, fine cuisine
prepared by Abuelo’s Catering, and
chocolates by Cocoa Dolce, live music, live
auction, Mystery Box prize and cork pull.
Tickets are on sale now for $75 each ($40
of each ticket is tax deductible). Purchase
tickets at www.derbycf.org or at the Derby
Welcome Center, 611 Mulberry Rd.

Spring Into Art
Sunday, April 22
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Madison Avenue Central Park
512 E. Madison Ave.

The 2nd Annual Spring Into Art event will
celebrate the arts in Derby with art for sale,
live music, interactive art demonstrations,
food trucks, make-and-take art stations, the
Kansas Grown Farmers Market and more.
All ages are welcome.
This event is a joint effort by the City of
Derby, Derby Recreation Commission, Derby
Arts Council and Derby Public Schools.
For more information or to get involved as
an art vendor, contact Janae’ Springer at
janaespringer@derbyweb.com or visit
www.DerbyKS.com/SpringIntoArt.

