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Thank You
Dear Residents & Business Owners,
The Derby Police Department is dedicated to educating residents and business owners about crime prevention. The information in this booklet teaches residents how to reduce
crime in their neighborhood. Crime and the fear of crime
can diminish our sense of security and prevent neighborhoods from thriving.
If residents and business owners follow the tips in this
booklet, they can help reduce the chances of becoming a
victim of crime. If implemented, the suggestions offered
will help protect your property and most importantly, your
family. We recommend that you become familiar with and
initiate the crime prevention methods provided in this guide.
If you have questions, call the Derby Police Department
Community Education Section at 316-788-1557 or visit:

The Derby Police Department acknowledges the following sources of
information for the Crime Prevention Guide:
Wichita Police Department
Sedgwick County Sheriff’s Department
Wichita Crime Commission
Federal Trade Commission
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Pennsylvania Auto theft Prevention Authority
University of Baltimore
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children
National Crime Prevention Council

www.derbyweb.com

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

This booklet contains information about the importance of
doors, strike plates, locks, windows and other items in your
home or business that play a critical role in your security.

U. S. Department of Health and Human Services

Robert Lee
Chief of Police

Kansas Bullying Prevention Program
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Emergency Contacts

Burglary Prevention

Dial 911 to Report:
 Any emergency for Police, Fire, EMS
 Any crime
 Suspicious activity
 Accidents
 Animal control issues

Being the victim of a burglary can take away
your sense of security. Follow these simple
security measures to avoid becoming a victim:

Derby Police Department (non-emergency).......... 788-1557
 Police Administration
 Investigations Section
 Records Section
 Community Education Section
 Professional Standards Section

Additional Numbers
Derby Municipal Court.............................................788-1511
Derby City Prosecutor...............................................788-1511
Derby City Hall.........................................................788-1519
Sedgwick County District Attorney..........................660-3600
Suicide Prevention....................................................686-7465
Poison Information Center........................................688-2277
Women’s Crisis Center.............................................267-7233
Wichita Area Sexual Assault Center........................263-3002
United Way’s First Call For Help.............................2-1-1
Kansas Legal Services..............................................265-9681
Kansas Crime Victim’s Compensation Board..........785-296-2359



“Light the Night” is a crime prevention term
used to help reduce burglaries. A home or
business that is well lighted is less likely to
be burglarized.



Consider timers for inside lights and motion activated security
lighting for the exterior.



Make sure that door and window locks provide adequate protection.
Doors that allow entry from outside the home should have dead bolt
locks installed.



Create witness potential around your home or business. Windows
completely hidden by shrubs or bushes provide the perfect hiding
spot. Well-trimmed shrubs around windows enhance your security
by allowing neighbors to see people who may be trying to break in.



Close overhead garage doors when you are not outside. A garage is
an excellent place for burglars to hide and provides easy access to
the interior of your home.



Stop mail and newspaper delivery if you are going to be gone for an
extended period of time. Newspapers on driveways are a sign the
home owner is away.



Complete a Vacation Home Alert Request form on the Derby
Police Department home page at www.derbyweb.com. This allows
the police department to know the dates you will be gone and how
to contact you in case of an emergency.



An active neighborhood watch program is an excellent tool to
prevent crime in your neighborhood. If you do not have one in your
neighborhood, call 788-1557 to learn how to start one or to arrange
for a free home security survey.
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Doors

Crime Prevention cont.

The security of any door depends on its
construction.

Holidays
 Avoid placing holiday gifts where they can be seen from a window
or doorway. Store gifts before you go away on vacation.

Hollow Core Door—most commonly used
and least secure. It consists of a wood frame
covered with a thin veneer and is supported
by cardboard arranged in a honeycomb
fashion to keep the veneer from collapsing.
This type of door should be used as an
interior door only.
Solid Wood Door—provides good security.
It is constructed entirely of heavy wood.
Some doors have decorative wooden panel
inserts that reduce its security.
Solid Core Door—provides good security. It is constructed much the
same way as the hollow core door; however, the center is filled with
compressed particle-type material that provides strength.
Metal Door—a favorite exterior door that provides good security.
Consists of a frame covered in a 16 to 20 gauge steel covering. Center
of the door is filled with compressed hard foam.

Strike Plates
The weakest area of many doors and locking
devices is the strike plate. High security strike
plates mounted with three-inch screws will
strengthen the doorframe where the throw of
the dead bolt meets. The three-inch screws will
extend through the doorframe and secure into
the stud or existing frame structure of the
home. With shorter screws, the strike plate is
only secured into the doorframe, which is
usually constructed of soft wood that splinters
easily.



Be aware of individuals fraudulently soliciting for charitable donations.



Avoid leaving boxes from purchases, especially expensive electronics, out on the curb for trash pickup.

General Safety Tips
 Carry a whistle and pepper spray when you run or walk.


Wear bright colored clothing to improve your visibility.



Avoid walking or running alone; take someone with you.



When encountered by a threatening dog, stand still and try to remain calm. Pepper spray is a good defense.

Citizen Observer
Derby Police use Citizen Observer software to send text messages and
emails to residents who sign up to receive the notifications. Messages
alert residents to crimes being investigated, safety tips, and traffic issues.
Residents may register on the website individually or as part of a
neighborhood watch or business group. Visit www.citizenobserver.com
to sign up. You can find the Derby Police Department under the
“Communities” tab.
Citizen Observer also provides a platform for citizens to report crime
tips anonymously through tip411. To send an anonymous tip via text
message to the Derby Police Department, text the keyword DERBYPD
and your tip to 847411 (tip411).
Another way to anonymously report crime tips is through Crime Stoppers of Derby. Tips may be submitted by calling 788-TIPS (8477).
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Crime Stoppers of Derby

Deadbolt Locks

If you have information about a felony crime or fugitive in Derby, call
Crime Stoppers at 788-TIPS and you
could be eligible for a cash reward.
No one will ask your name. You will
be assigned a code number for identification.

Spring Latch, key in the knob lockset, offers
zero security. Known as the “credit card” or “ten
second” model, it is found in many homes. On
exterior doors, this lock set should be in addition
to the deadbolt lock. Doors leading into the
home from an attached garage or from the basement should be considered an exterior door.

Important: When calling Crime Stoppers, do not use a cordless phone
or cell phone. These are not secure lines, and people with scanners
could hear your call. You will need to follow up on your tip with the
Crime Stoppers Coordinator during daytime hours. If your information
leads to an arrest, the Coordinator will advise the Board of Directors,
who will vote on the amount of the reward. When you call back, you
will be notified of a location to pick up your reward without anyone
knowing your name.

Crime Prevention Tips
Before leaving on vacation


Make sure your alarm system is in good working order and alert
your alarm company of a contact person.



Arrange for someone to maintain your yard and place and return
trash/recycling carts at the curb on your normal pickup day.



Plug in timers to turn lights, radio, or television on and off at appropriate times.



Sign up for the Vacation Home Alert program by filling out the
form on the Derby Police Department’s web page:
www.derbyweb.com/vacationrequest.

Single Cylinder Deadbolt locks function with a
key from the outside and thumb turn from the inside. Single cylinder
deadbolts are intended for use on solid doors with no glass within 40
inches of the lock.
Double Cylinder Deadbolt locks function with a key from the outside
and inside. It is intended for use on doors with glass within 40 inches of
the lock. The use of a double cylinder deadbolt lock presents a life
safety hazard due to the need to have a key for exit. The 1997 Uniform
Building Code states, “Regardless of the occupant load served, exit
doors shall be open-able from the inside without the use of a key or any
special knowledge or effort.”
What to look for when purchasing deadbolt locks:
 Minimum ¼” interlocking bolts to hold the cylinder halves
together.
 Tapered cylinder guard.
 Hardened steel bolt with a 1” throw and a saw resistant feature.
 Bolt encased in single piece housing.
 Bolt constructed to limit internal movement or play when the bolt is
fully extended.
Not all deadbolts are created equal. They appear similar on the exterior,
but the internal components are critical to the overall integrity of the
lock. Inquire whether the deadbolt meets or exceeds ANSI grade 2.
All exterior doors should be equipped with a deadbolt lock.
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Sliding Glass Doors

Neighborhood Watch, cont.

Sliding glass doors can be an easy target for
a burglar to enter. Oftentimes, a person can
lift door panels out of the tracks. To deal
with this problem, open the active door and
install a number of wood screws in the
track, allowing the screw to project down
3/8” to ½”. Slide the door closed, making
sure the extended screws pass freely over
the top rail of the door. Now try to lift the
door from the track; the screws should stop
upward movement before the door can
clear the bottom track.

If you would like to request a sign for your Neighborhood Watch group,
call the Community Education Section at the Derby Police Department
at 788-1557. Signs will be installed by the Derby Public Works Department.

Once the door has been secured from lifting, an auxiliary lock is needed because it’s likely that the standard lock
supplied with the door is nothing more than a small hook bolt that can
easily be forced open. Locking bars (commonly called Charlie Bars) are
ideal for this purpose; place a length of dowel (an old broom or mop
handle) in the bottom track to keep the door from being opened. Cut the
dowel to a length so it fits snugly in the track between the wall and the
doorframe. If ventilation is needed, another dowel could be cut a few
inches shorter to permit the sliding door to be opened no greater than
six inches. There are also a number of commercially produced locking
devices for sliding glass doors.
Keys
Proper monitoring and control of keys can help prevent burglary. The
following are suggestions to better control keys:


When someone moves into a previously occupied home, all exterior
doors should be re-keyed.



Avoid hiding keys outside. Burglars often know the hiding places.
Place a key in a secure key lock box outside for emergencies.

Neighborhood Watch Block Leader Seminar
The Neighborhood Watch Block Leader Seminar is a program designed
to train Neighborhood Watch Block Captains on different topics concerning safety and security for neighborhoods. The seminar is provided
to neighborhood watches in Derby. The seminar is scheduled every year
on a Saturday in October. Invitations are mailed to registered Neighborhood Watch Block Captains in early September. Block Captains are
encouraged to invite their neighborhoods to register for this seminar.

National Night Out
National Night Out (NNO) is held on the first Tuesday of August. During NNO, residents are encouraged
to organize block parties to get to know their
neighbors. When you organize and register a special
activity for your neighborhood, Derby police officers
will make an effort to stop by and visit your event.
The City of Derby holds a free swimming night on the
first Monday in August at Rock River Rapids Aquatic
Park. All Derby residents are invited out for an evening of fun at the park.
Beginning in 2012, the Derby Police Department will hold a fall event
called “Badges on Your Block.” This event, held on the first Saturday
in October, is a time to socialize with neighbors and beat officers. Residents are encouraged to hold block parties or other special events. To
request an officer at your block party, call 788-1557.
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How to Start a Neighborhood Watch

Windows

Any resident or business can organize a Neighborhood Watch. The first
step is to determine the interest level. The success of the program
hinges on achieving and sustaining community involvement to a point
at which the neighborhood realizes a reduction and/or achieves prevention of burglaries and other crimes. Enlist help from your neighbors to
form a planning committee to discuss concerns and the focus of your
watch group. The following tips will get you started:

The primary interest in securing windows is to eliminate possible entry
by prying open or breaking a small area of glass to reach a latch.



Ask your neighbors when they are available and select a meeting
place in your neighborhood. Meetings are generally conducted in
the evenings, Monday through Thursday.



Contact the Derby Police Department at 788-1557 to schedule an
officer to attend the meeting.



Advertising is important. Let neighbors know when and where the
meeting will be held. Pamphlets are available at the police department. Distribute the fliers at least two weeks prior to the meeting.



Remind your neighbors of the meeting two to three days before the
scheduled date.



The first meeting is typically a social event and an information
sharing time. The officer will explain services provided by the
Derby Police Department and how Neighborhood Watch can help
your community. The goal is to gauge participation in the program,
create an understanding for the need of Neighborhood Watch and
select volunteers to become Block Captains.



You should have one Block Captain for a certain number of homes
(i.e., every 10 homes). Block Captains should try to register every
home in their assigned block. Compile a list of all members’ names,
addresses, and phone numbers, and distribute the list to neighborhood members.

Neighborhood Watch Signs
Neighborhood Watch signs and door stickers are available for purchase,
but are not required. They serve as an additional deterrent and are most
effective when placed at the entry of your neighborhood.

Double Hung Windows
Most common type of window which consist of two sashes that slide
vertically. Factory supplied locks are easily pried open. They may represent only temporary obstacles to a determined burglar.
A simple method to secure double hung windows is to
install a steel or brass coated window security pin. Window pins can prevent a window from being raised while
the pin is engaged. Remember that bedroom windows
are often used to escape during the event of a fire and at
least one window in each room should be available for
such purposes. For more information on how to install
window security pins, contact the Derby Police Department at 788-1557.
Horizontal Sliding Glass Windows
Sliding glass windows are often fabricated from inexpensive and lightweight materials. In general, locks used to provide security are similar
in quality to the window. Like sliding glass doors, sliding glass window
sashes can often be lifted from their track and therefore should be
treated the same as sliding glass doors.
Casement, Hopper or Awning Windows
These windows generally hinge or pivot, and the locks used on such
windows may have lever handles that actually pull the windows closed.
They may also have cranks located on the frame which, when rotated,
extend the windows to the open position. In most cases, the locks used
with these styles are reasonably secure. To improve the security of these
windows, loosen the setscrew in the crank handle and remove the crank
handle altogether.

8

25

Garage Doors

Crime Prevention Programs

The failure to close and lock garage doors often presents the most serious security problem in the home. Open or unsecured garage doors create opportunity for intruders. Follow these recommendations to
increase security:

Operation Identification
Operation Identification is a program designed
to identify property through engraving. It is
advised to place some type of identifying
mark on all personal items of value to assist
law enforcement in property identification.
Officers can identify your property if it is engraved with your Kansas Driver’s License
Number or other identification which can be
traced to you. This is especially important if the crime has not yet been
reported and police discover the items.



Close and lock garage
doors at all times when not
in use. If you are home or
working in the back yard,
you should keep your garage door closed.



Overhead track-operated
doors are best secured with
electronic door openers.
They should be the type
that can be unplugged from inside the garage in the event the home
is unoccupied for long periods of time.



Securely attach the track for overhead garage doors to the home
with woodscrews. Often the track is attached to a 1”x4” board that
is nailed to the home. Burglars can force the nails out by kicking
the outside corner of the garage door.



Curtains on garage windows will prevent window shopping and
keep thieves from seeing items stored in your garage.



A padlock placed in the door track above the roller will provide
good security of the garage door while away from home for an extended period of time.

Engraved items make it difficult for thieves to sell stolen property at
local pawn shops. You can participate in this program by checking out
an electric engraver at the Derby Police Department. When you return
the engraver, you will be given stickers to place on a door or window of
your home. The stickers are an excellent psychological deterrent to
crime by informing criminals that your property is marked for law enforcement.
Neighborhood Watch Program
The Neighborhood Watch Program is a
partnership between Derby Police and the
community to reduce and prevent crime
through neighborhood empowerment. It is a
citizen-involved, neighborhood and community-based effort program designed to
help citizens and the police department in
preventing residential burglaries.
In harmony with the philosophy of community policing, Neighborhood Watch encourages strong working relationship between
officers and citizens. Neighborhood Watch
is one of the most effective and least costly
methods to prevent crime.
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How to Prevent Distraction-Related Accidents

Landscaping



If you text while driving, change your behavior. If you must text,
park your car and text while you are stopped and out of traffic.



Refuse to ride with someone who is known to text and drive.



If you are a parent, teach your children of driving age the dangers
of texting and driving. Ask them to sign a contract pledging not to
text and drive or ride with anyone who does so.

Bushes, trees and shrubbery can conceal an intruder attempting to enter
a window or door, or waiting in hiding for the homeowner. A few alterations to the home’s landscaping can help discourage intruders. Intruders look for property they can enter and exit quickly. The ideal target is a home surrounded by large hedges or shrubs, which decrease
visibility from the street and neighboring homes.

Texting while driving is not just a violation of law, it may be the last
bad decision you ever make.

Trim shrubbery and trees so doors and windows are visible to neighbors
and from the street. If the home has a second floor, prune trees so they
cannot help a thief climb into second floor windows. Place trellises
where they cannot be used as ladders to gain entry to upper floors.


Maintain ground plants within four feet of any sidewalks, driveways, door or gates at a height of not more than two feet.



Maintain ground plants between four feet and eight feet of any sidewalks, driveways, doors or gates at a height of not more than four
feet.



Maintain ground plants under windows at a height that is below the
windowsill.



Trees should be trimmed so that the lower branches are more than
six feet off the ground.



Place large gauge gravel on the ground near windows. The noise
caused by an intruder walking on it can be a psychological barrier.
Do not place large rocks or other items near glass windows or
doors. These could provide burglars with a means to break window
or door glass.



Plant thorny plants along fences
and under windows to discourage
burglars.

Speeding in Residential Areas
Speeding in residential areas causes five basic types of harm:


It makes citizens fear for children’s safety.



It makes pedestrians and bicyclists fear for their safety.



It increases the risk of vehicle crashes.



It increases the seriousness of injuries to other drivers, passengers, pedestrians, and bicyclists struck by a vehicle.



It increases noise from engine acceleration and tire friction.

If you have a speeding issue in your neighborhood, your police beat
officer can assist you in analyzing the problem and providing a better
understanding of the factors contributing to it and possible responses to
address the problem. Possible responses could include enforcing speeding laws, using remote speed display board trailers, conducting antispeeding public awareness campaigns or using traffic calming environmental changes.
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Lighting

The Dangers of Driving Distracted

Good lighting is a deterrent to burglars. Effective
lighting allows the homeowner to see the path
they take from their vehicle to the house. It permits them to see as they stop at the door to enter
the house. Effective lighting also forces the intruder to work in an area where he may be exposed and reported to the police.

When we hear the term distracted driving, what does that mean? There
are three types of distractions while driving:









Around the House - Security lighting should be located high and
out of reach. It should be tamper resistant and protect all sides of
the home. The best location for exterior lighting is under the eaves
of the house. Photoelectric cells that will activate during times of
darkness should ideally control such lighting.
Above Doors - Each door should be equipped with a light that provides quality illumination near the door, including both sides of the
door and porch.
Carports and Garages - Lighting in carports and garages is critical. Most automatic garage door openers have a light that comes on
when the opener is activated, lighting the interior of the garage. In
carports, we recommend to either leave the light on or have a light
connected to a motion sensor or photoelectric cell.
Motion Lighting - Motion lighting is strongly encouraged, particularly in areas where lighting may be considered intrusive to
neighbors. These lights are often a replacement for existing fixtures,
and can be selectively aimed to detect motion of an approaching
intruder and cause the light to activate.



Visual – taking your eyes off the road.



Manual – taking your hands off the wheel.



Cognitive – taking your mind off driving.

Texting while driving is very dangerous because it often involves all
three distractions. Texting is now one of the top causes of dangerous
driving distractions.
Deadly facts about distracted driving


Every day more than 15 people are killed and more than 1,200 people are injured in crashes that reportedly involved a distracted
driver.



In 2009, nearly 6,000 people died in crashes involving a distracted
driver and more than a half million were injured.



Among those killed or injured in these crashes, nearly 1,000 deaths
and 24,000 injuries included cell phone use as the major distraction.



Less experienced drivers under the age of 20 may be at highest risk
because they have the highest proportion of distraction-related fatal
crashes.
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Traffic Safety

Alarms

Seat Belt Safety
Wearing a seat belt is the easiest ways to minimize your risk for injury
in a car accident. Here are some important facts regarding seat belt
safety:

Burglar alarms can provide valuable protection if installed correctly and
used responsibly. The existence of alarm systems is a major determining factor in the selection of an intruder’s targets. Most intruders would
prefer to go elsewhere when faced with the possibility of an alarm.



In 2009, 2.3 million adult occupants were treated in emergency
rooms due to injuries suffered in car accidents.



Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death among those
ages 5-34.

Selecting the Right Company
While there are many experienced and reliable alarm installation companies, it is important that you perform research about alarm installation
services for your home. An alarm installation company should be well
established and have a verifiable record.



Seat belts can reduce injury or fatality accidents by nearly 50%.



Wearing a seat belt is not an option; it is the law. Kansas has a primary seat belt law, which means you can be stopped for not wearing your seat belt even if you have not committed another traffic
violation. Because of this, Kansas has a nearly 84% compliance rate
of drivers and occupants who buckle up. This is 10% higher than
states without a primary seat belt law.



Air bags are never to be considered a substitute for seat belts.



Infants should be in a rear-facing car seat that is in the middle of the
back seat. The Derby Police Department has officers trained in the
proper installation of car seats and will show you the correct way to
install your seat. Call 788-1557 to schedule an inspection.



Make sure to inspect your seat belts for wear and tear. Have them
replaced by professionals if they are damaged.



Wear your seat belt on every trip no matter the distance. Most accidents occur close to home and at speeds less than 40 mph.



Educate your children on the benefits of wearing a seat belt. Remember that soon they will be drivers and you want them to follow
your example.

False Alarms
Many alarm calls are false. This results in unnecessary false alarm calls
reducing police services for other emergencies. Inadequate user training
causes the most false alarms due to the complexity of alarm system controls. Anyone with a key to your door should be trained on the use of
the alarm system. Have each person be familiar with turning the system
on and off. Know how to report a false alarm to the company. Have
your alarm company’s phone number handy and know the password
needed to cancel a false alarm.
Graffiti
Graffiti is the wide range of markings, etchings and painting that deface
public or private property. In recent years, graffiti has become a larger
problem, spreading from the largest cities to other locales. Despite the
common association of graffiti with gangs, graffiti offenders are not
limited to gangs. Few graffiti offenders are apprehended, and some
change their methods and locations as a response to possible apprehension and cleanups.
As with most forms of vandalism, graffiti is not routinely reported to
police, and many people think that graffiti is not a true crime. It is, and
Derby Police want to know about it. To report graffiti in Derby, call
911.
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Identity Theft Prevention Tips

What can kids do about bullying?

Identity theft is a growing concern across the nation. Here are simple
steps to take to reduce your chances of becoming a victim.

What can kids do about bullying?












Protect your Social Security number. Do not carry your Social
Security card or other cards that show your Social Security Number.
Use caution when giving out your personal information. Scam
artists "phish" for victims by pretending to be banks, stores or government agencies, making contact with you through phone calls,
e-mails and direct mail.
Treat your trash carefully. Shred or destroy papers containing
your personal information including credit card offers and convenience checks that are not used.
Protect your postal mail. Retrieve mail promptly. Discontinue
delivery while out of town.
Check your bills and bank statements. Open your credit card
bills and bank statements right away. Check for unauthorized
charges or withdrawals and report them immediately.
Check your credit reports. Review your credit report at least once
a year.



Stop pre-approved credit offers. Pre-approved credit card offers
are a target for identity thieves who steal your mail. Have your
name removed from credit bureau marketing lists. Call toll-free
888-5OPTOUT (888-567-8688).



Ask questions. Ask questions whenever you are asked for personal
information that seems inappropriate for the transaction.



Protect your computer. Protect personal information on your computer by following good security practices.
 Use strong, non-easily guessed passwords and download
software only from sites you trust. Do not click on links in
pop-up windows or in spam e-mail.
 Use firewall, anti-virus, and anti-spyware software that you
update regularly.



Speak out about bullying.



Walk away.



Tell an adult you trust.



Stick together. Staying with a group might help.

What can parents do about bullying?


Listen to your child’s worries.



Assure them it’s okay to feel the way they do.



Let them know that everyone has worries at one time or
another.



If your child can’t resolve the problem, get involved.

Bullying in schools is not acceptable behavior by the Derby Public
Schools staff or the Derby Police Department. The city and schools are
working to combat bullying. If you would like to report a personal incident or an incident you witnessed that involved bullying, you can do so
by filling out an online form at www.derbyweb.com/reportbullying.
This information will go directly to members of the Derby Police Department. If you have questions, please call the Derby Police Department at 788-1557.
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Bullying Prevention

More on Identity Theft

Bullying is aggressive behavior that is intentional and involves an imbalance of power or strength. Typically, it is repeated over time. A child
who is bullied has a hard time defending himself or herself.



Use caution on the Web. When shopping online, check out websites before entering your credit card number or other personal information. Only enter personal information on secure Web pages
that encrypt your data in transit.

Bullying can take many forms, such as hitting or punching (physical
bullying); teasing or name-calling (verbal bullying); intimidation using
gestures or social exclusion (nonverbal bullying or emotional bullying);
and sending insulting messages by e-mail or text (cyber bullying).

What to do if your identity is stolen





Studies show that 15%–25% of U.S. students are bullied with some
frequency.



Research indicates that children with disabilities or special needs
may be at a higher risk of being bullied than other children.



By self-report, boys are more likely than girls to bully others.



Verbal bullying is the most frequent form of bullying experienced
by both boys and girls.



Boys are more likely to be physically bullied by their peers.



Girls are more likely to report being targets of rumors and sexual
comments.



Children and youth who are bullied are more likely than other children to be depressed, lonely, anxious, have low self-esteem, feel
unwell, and consider suicide.





Students often feel that adult intervention is infrequent and unhelpful and they often fear that telling adults will only bring more harassment from bullies.
Bullying creates a climate of fear and disrespect in schools and has
a negative effect on student learning.









Place fraud alerts on your credit reports, and review your credit reports.
Close the accounts that you know, or believe, have been tampered
with or opened fraudulently.
File a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission online at
www.ftc.gov/idtheft or call 1-877-IDTHEFT (438-4338); TTY: 1866-653-4261. When you file an ID Theft Complaint with the FTC
online, you will be given the option to print a copy of your ID Theft
Complaint. You should bring a copy of the printed ID Theft Complaint with you to the police to
be added to your police report.
The ID Theft Complaint, in
conjunction with the police report, can create an Identity
Theft Report that will help you
recover more quickly. The ID
Theft Complaint provides the
supporting details necessary for
an Identity Theft Report, which
go beyond the details of a typical police report.
Contact the Derby Police Department at 911 to report identity theft or identity fraud if you
are a Derby resident.
Download the Identity Theft
packet at www.derbyweb.com/identitytheft. This document will
guide you through the process of reporting identity theft.
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Auto Theft Prevention

Personal Safety

Auto theft is a crime that can happen anywhere. While stolen vehicles
are frequently recovered, often times they are damaged or wrecked
when located. The tips provided below can reduce your chances of being an auto theft victim.

ATMs
Be aware of your surroundings, especially between dusk and dawn. If
you notice anything suspicious, consider going back later or using an
ATM inside an open business. When using an ATM at night, don’t go
alone. Park in well-lighted areas close to the ATM. While using a drivethrough ATM, be sure car doors are locked and the passenger windows
are rolled up. Never leave your receipt at the ATM.



Lock your vehicle, close windows and sun roof, and take your keys.



Never hide a second set of keys in or on your vehicle. Thieves
know where to look.



Never leave the car title in your car. If stolen, this makes it easier
for the thief to dispose of your vehicle.



Park in well-lighted areas with plenty of pedestrian traffic, or when
possible, in attendant lots.



Never leave your vehicle running unattended. Vehicles are commonly stolen at ATMs and convenience stores.



If your vehicle has an alarm or other anti-theft device, use it.



If you have a garage, use it. When parked in a garage, lock the garage as well as your vehicle and close the windows.



Beware of "HOT" used car deals.



Be suspicious of any deal that seems too good to be true. When
buying from a private individual, make sure the title and registration match the name and address of the person selling the vehicle.



Be cautious of a seller with no fixed address, place of employment,
phone number, or who only has a cell phone number.



The VIN on the dash must match the VIN on the registration, title
and federal safety inspection sticker on the driver’s door.



An excessively loose ignition switch may indicate tampering.
Check the switch for chisel or pull marks.

PARKING LOTS
Always try to park in well-lighted areas. When returning to your car,
have your keys in your hand before leaving the building. Be attentive
and aware of your surroundings on the way to your vehicle. As you approach, check underneath your car and look inside before opening the
door. If you notice something suspicious, go back inside and call for
help.
WALKING/JOGGING
Avoid jogging or walking alone. Avoid dark streets, vacant lots, and
unpopulated areas. Stick to well-traveled, populated areas. Avoid wearing headphones; your hearing could alert you to potential danger. Appear assertive and know where you are going. Never allow anyone to
distract you by asking for directions or assistance. If you think someone
is following you, change direction and get to a safe place. Carry a cell
phone for emergencies.
WEAPONS
If you are going to use a weapon, you should be familiar with its effect
and how to use it whether it is a gun, taser, mace, pepper spray or other
weapon. Weapons involve reaction time and location. Where is it when
you need it? Is it legal for you to possess? Call Derby Police at 7881557 with questions concerning the possession of weapons. Remember
that the weapon can be taken away and used against you.
ASSERTIVENESS
Assertive behavior can help reduce your vulnerability to an assault.
Make eye contact with people you meet. Eye contact is a powerful way
to say, “I am in control of myself and my environment. Do not violate
my space.” Trust your instincts. Do not think you’re just being paranoid. If you feel someone cannot be trusted or you are in danger, you
probably have good reason.
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Halloween Safety

Thefts from Automobiles

Halloween is a holiday children
look forward to all year long. In
order to ensure a safe and fun Halloween, follow these safety precautions:

Thefts frequently occur from vehicles that were either unlocked or the
owner was unsure if they were locked. Many of these thefts can be prevented by following these guidelines:


Always lock
your car, even if
it is parked in
front of your
house. The majority of the
thefts in Derby
occur from unlocked vehicles.



Do not leave valuables, especially weapons, in your vehicle. Many
thefts involve people leaving iPods, purses, tools, loose change and
other valuables in plain sight. If a thief can see it, they will take it.



If possible, park in your driveway or garage.



Park in well-lighted areas whenever possible. Not only is this safer
for you as you go to and from your car, but your vehicle will less
likely be a target.



A significant number of thefts from vehicles involve juvenile offenders. Parents need to know where their children are and make
sure they comply with curfew laws. Enforcement of curfew laws is
a priority for the Derby Police Department. Curfew applies to children under the age of 18, begins at midnight, and ends at 6:00 a.m.



Make sure your children can
see out of their mask. If they
cannot see out of their mask,
they are more likely to run out
in front of an oncoming car or
fall and injure themselves.



Make sure that your child can
be seen in the dark. Reflective strips on costumes, glow sticks and
flashlights are a good for children to carry.



An adult should accompany children when trick or treating.



Show your children how to safely cross the street. Stay on the sidewalk and out of the street when possible, and don’t cut across
lawns.



Trick or treat in groups if possible. Parents should know the route
their children will be taking.



Only go to houses with the porch light on. Stay on the front porch;
never go inside anyone’s home you don’t know. Never take candy
from someone in a car.



Have an adult inspect the candy before you eat it. Be particularly
careful with treats that are not wrapped or sealed.



Report suspicious activity to the police by calling 911. Officers can
generally respond within minutes.



Drivers should anticipate more children on city streets on Halloween night. Slow down, pay close attention, and watch for children in
the street.



If you are interested in starting a Neighborhood Watch program,
call 788-1557, and a Derby police officer will assist you in getting
started.



Report any suspicious activity to the Derby Police Department by
calling 911.
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Child Safety: Kids on the Streets & Sidewalks

Cell Phones & Computers

It is important for parents and caregivers to educate their children about
basic safety concerns as it relates to walking to and from school or other
activities. Derby is a safe community, so the message is not to teach
your children to be fearful. The goal is to teach them to make smart personal safety choices. Parents should teach their children basic safety
awareness such as:

Cell phones and computers can be great tools for
both parents and children. If you allow your child
to have a cell phone, explain basic ground rules to
ensure their safety.



Walk in groups when
possible. Use the buddy
system when walking to
and from school.



Agree on the route your
child will walk and make
sure they know the route.
Watch them do a practice run before they do it without you there.



Make sure your child knows they are to walk directly to and from
their destination. Tell them to not deviate from the route without
approval.



Only use your phone or computer to communicate with people you know. If you get a
message from someone you don’t know –
don’t respond.



Make certain your children know what material is appropriate to send and receive. Discuss inappropriate pictures, threatening messages, insults, or anything else that is inappropriate.



Remember messages and photos can be saved for a very long time,
so do not say or send anything you may regret.



You should not give out personal information to people you do not
know. This includes your name, phone number, addresses and photos.



If you provide your child with a cell phone, make sure you are comfortable with them being able to send and receive photos. If you
have concerns, select a phone that does not have that feature.



If your child receives an inappropriate message or call, instruct
them to tell a parent or trusted adult. A message is inappropriate if
it makes you uncomfortable or scared, or if you feel threatened or
bullied.



Teach them how to cross the street safely and have them practice
this while you watch.



Children tend to be trusting of adults. Make sure they understand
that an adult should not be stopping them to ask directions, or to
have them search for a lost dog.



Use teachable moments to reinforce safety skills.



Never allow your child to get into a car with anyone you have not
approved.



Report suspicious activity to the Derby Police Department by calling 911.



Parents need to pay particular attention to bullying and intimidation
that can occur over a cell phone through calls or text messages.



Establish a code word with your child to use in the event you have a
friend or family member unexpectedly pick them up.



The decision to allow a child to have a cell phone is the parent’s to
make. If you have concerns about their maturity or level of responsibility and are not completely comfortable with them having a
phone, then wait until your child is older.

